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with new the St. Andrew Stewardship newsletter. 

A Stewardship Prayer for Advent 

Help us to be good stewards of these Advent days. In this  
precious time of hope-filled waiting, help us to seek you more 
intentionally and more often. 
 

Teach us to look for you in the faces of the needy we will be  
invited to help and the lonely ones we may be called to  
accompany in new and unexpected ways. 
 

Help us to be still now and then, even in the midst of our  
busyness, and see you in the beauty of Your creation; in the  
shimmer of sunlight on snow or the crystal blue of the desert 
sky. 
 

Each morning, may we wake, knowing you love us and rejoice 
that you have given us another day in which to share our lives 
and our blessings. 
 

Each night, before we close our eyes, may we remember to 
thank you for the gifts and graces of the day. 
 

 Good stewards never miss an opportunity to thank God. Here 
are some suggestions for “keeping God in Thanksgiving.”  
 

   *There is a need food all year long. At Thanksgiving, fill some 
bags with donations, and give out of a spirit of gratitude to 
God. 
 

   *Make plans for your family to help out at a meal program, 
food bank or meal delivery service on or around the holiday. 
Anyone who experiences the needs of others appreciates not 
only what they have, but the fellowship they share with their 
brothers and sisters who have less. 
 

   *Make grace at your family table memorable. Let people 
know ahead of time that they will be asked to name a person,  
a situation, an experience, for which they are grateful to God. 
 

   *Make the phrase “thank God” a little more frequent and 
sincere in your conversation. Don’t be afraid to use the  
language of a grateful steward. 
 

   *Set aside a time this season to pray over some experience  
in your life that was difficult for you. Let God show you his  
presence in this moment and feel your heart respond. 
 

   *Set aside another time to pray over an experience of deep 
happiness and joy– the birth of a child, a special moment with  
a loved one, a gift that was unexpected. Let God be with you in 
these moments and express your deep thankfulness to him. 

Oh...and thank you, Lord, for the gift of my Parish. 
     We are just weeks away from that time of year when we begin to  
focus on the gifts we have received, and the gifts we intend to give.  
When we think about blessings present in our lives, do we remember  
to say “ thank you” to God for the gift of our parish community? Do we  
consider the teaching, the healing and comforting we receive through 
practicing our faith together? Do we ponder the joy of celebrating Mass 
joined as people of God?   
 

     As society has changed over the years, so has the landscape in  
our parishes. While times, and the way we interact as Catholics may  
be different than in the past, especially in light of Covid these past 20 
months, the heart and work of St. Andrew remains the same as it has 
always been - building the kingdom of God.  
 

     Through our parish ministries we are there; reaching out to those  
in need, educating children in the faith, celebrating with families and        
individuals through the sacraments, visiting the sick and homebound.  
Our parish gives us the gifts of being part of something greater than  
ourselves and of knowing that we have a place to connect with God  
and with each other as a community of faith.  
 

     If we take the time to really think and pray, it’ s easy to see what a  
gift belonging to a parish really is. It is also easy to see why sharing  
resources with our parish falls into the category of giving and  
receiving, making it possible for us to be in places near and far  
ministering to those in need and spreading the good news. 
 

“ Oh...and thank you, Lord, for the gift of my parish. It brings me 
closer to you, and it brings me closer to my brothers and sisters in 
faith. Help me to support your work, through my parish community, 
by sharing my time in prayer, my talent in ministry and my financial 
resources in proportion to my ability.” Amen             

                          Excerpted from the Vineyard  

For God so loved the world that he 
gave    his one and only Son, that  

whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  



Meet Emilio Alonzo Spanish Choir/Greeter/RCIA Spanish ACTIVATE YOUR TALENTS! 
SHARE YOUR GIFTS! 

St. Andrew Ministries need YOU  
 
 

MINISTRY CALENDAR OF EVENTS: October - December 
Saturday, October 2  - Blessing of the Pets 10 a.m. Grotto  
Thursday, October 14 - Knights of Columbus Rosary & Holy Hour for Life  
Sat/Sun, October 16-17 - Women’s Guild raffle tickets sale to support OLPH Cancer Home 
Saturday, October 23 - Anointing of the Sick after 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Vigil Masses 
Sat/Sun, October 23-24 - Stewardship Commitment Weekend 
Friday, October 29 - FREE Family Movie Series, Concessions available for purchase 
Saturday, November 6 - Veterans Day Mass 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sat/Sun, November 13-14 & 20-21 - Knights of Columbus Pecan Sale Fundraiser 
Weeks November 13-21 - Knights of Columbus Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Thursday, November 25 - Thanksgiving Day Mass 10 a.m. 
Sunday, November 28 - First Day of Advent - Advent Giving Trees - Please take a star! 
Tuesday, November 30 - Feast of Saint Andrew 
Wednesday, Dec 1 - Advent Parish Penance Service 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
December TBA - FREE Family Movie Series, Concessions available for purchase 
Weeks Dec 11-19 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Food Drive 
Monday, December 13 - Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 9 AM and 7 PM (Spanish) 
Friday-Saturday, December 24-25 Christmas Masses - Merry Christmas! 

Stewardship Saint   

Receive God’s Gifts GRATEFULLY; Cultivate them RESPONSIBLY; Share them        

LOVINGLY in justice with others; Return them with INCREASE TO THE LORD! 

CTRL/CLICK IMAGE 
TO VIDEO 

Saint Juan Diego 

Saint Juan Diego was born in 1474 as Cuauhtlatoatzin, a 
native to Mexico, converting to Catholicism in 1524. He 

became the first Roman Catholic indigenous saint from  

the Americas, and his feast day is December 9. In 1531,  

hurrying to Mass to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, he was stopped by the beautiful sight of a 

radiant woman who introduced herself, in his native 

tongue, as the "ever-perfect holy Mary, who has the honor 

to be the mother of the true God." Mary asked Juan Diego 

to help build a chapel to her and he approached his local 
bishop. Initially turned away, Juan Diego was visited again 

by Mary. He tried to explain to her he was not an important 

person, and therefore not the one for the task, but she 

insisted he was the man she wanted. Mary knows our  

value and strengthens us in our doubts. The Virgin Mary  

arranged the flowers within his cloak and told him this 

would be the sign he is to present to the bishop. Once Juan 

Diego found the bishop, he opened his cloak and the bishop 

was presented with a miraculous imprinted image of the 
Virgin Mary on the flower-filled cloak. As this incident 

shows, it is through our 

humility and persistence 

for the Church which 

defines us as true  

stewards. Juan Diego's 

imprinted cloak, Our Lady 

of Guadalupe, has  

remained perfectly  
preserved from 1531 to today.  

“After Jesus, it is the Blessed Virgin 
Mary who by her example    most  

perfectly teaches the meaning of  
discipleship and stewardship in their 

fullest sense. All of their essential  
elements are  found in her life; she 
was called and gifted by God; she  

responded generously, creatively and 
prudently; she understood her divinely 

assigned role as “handmaiden” in 
terms of service   and fidelity.” 

Stewardship; A Disciple's Response 

U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship 

Emilio, please tell us a little about yourself? 
I am from a province of San Marcos, Guatemala. I am 43 years old and I am 
the fifth child of seven siblings. My parents are Israel Alonso and María 
Luisa Rodríguez. My father lives, but unfortunately, my mother died last 
year from COVID. I am married to Eludía Ortiz, and we have 4 children: 
Jonatan (18), Luis (15), Jordan (6), and Julian (5). 
 

How long have you been parishioner of St. Andrew? 
I have attended since I arrived in Atlanta in 2008, but I had not attended 
often. It was not until 5 years ago that I have been attending regularly on Sundays and at parish 
events. 
 

When did your Catholic Faith begin? 
As a child but I only attended Mass when my parents attended. 
 

When did your faith mature? 
It was when we attended RCIA, to prepare for the Sacraments of Confirmation and Marriage. It was 
then that both, my wife and I, realized the need for a stronger Christian formation. My life totally 
changed. Before entering RCIA, I only attended church because of a certain custom. In RCIA I 
discovered God, Christ and Mary, then my life was transformed. 
 

Are you part of a Ministry in St. Andrew? 
Yes, I am part of the Sagrada Familia (Holy Family) Spanish Choir, Greeters Ministry, and I assist 
in RCIA in Spanish. 
 

What are your activities or what roles do you play in the ministries you mentioned? 
As a greeter, I welcome and seat those who attend Sunday Mass. I play the guitar and sing in the 
choir and I am an assistant at RCIA in Spanish after Mass. 
 

Are there any special moments in your life that have had meaning and impacted your life? 
Yes, of course, having known God prompted me to leave my wrong path, dedicate myself to work, 
to take care of myself and my family, and to serve God and my brothers in the faith at St. Andrew. 
 

Would you like or want to share at this moment, some words to your fellow parishioners of 
St. Andrew? 
Yes, of course. First, that music and singing are prayers to praise God, which have motivated me 
to know Jesus Christ more and helped others to praise him. I want to continue serving my fellow 
parishioners in the activities of the Church. I want to continue to train myself more every day in 
RCIA and help others to find Jesus, identify with God’s mercy, and discover like me, that He is by 
our side at all the stages of life, especially in adversity, as I have felt it. I also want to say that I 
hope everyone will listen to God's call and participate in His Church, because if he called me, he  
is also calling all of us, so that we can find His love and peace. 
 

Is there anything else you want to add? 
Just to thank the Lord for this interview and to you for taking your time to interview me. Thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--IRbuAu2XQ

